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All Politics is Local
Challenges and Opportunities for Global Health Initiatives 



Disclosures

• Board of Directors, IBA
• Co-Director, Global Health Catalyst Foundation
• Executive Advisory Board, AddedHealth
• External Advisory Board, CCC, Johns Hopkins 
• Sylvester Executive Scientific Advisory Board, SCCC, UMHC
• International Advisory Board, Univ of Vienna
• Advisory Committee, the Noble family of the King of 

Ashanti Kingdom, The Otumfou Osei Tutu II, CCC, Ghana
• Standing Advisory Group on Nuclear Applications, IAEA



Too many descriptive reports, too many words, too many good intentions
17 million people die prematurely from cancer and other Non-

Communicable Diseases (NCDs), accounting for 74% of total deaths 
globally, 86% of them are in LMICs*

Challenges and Opportunities for Global Health Initiatives 

*World Health Organization. Noncommunicable diseases data portal. https://ncdportal.org/. Accessed August 25, 2025.
**Lanas F et al: Facing the stroke burden worldwide, The Lancet Global Health 2021

Cancer: 
Incidence 2022 (20 mil.) to 2050 (35 mil.) - 77%;  142% in LMIC

Stroke: 
> 75% of global stroke-related deaths occur in LMIC** 



A Pathway to Global Health Equity

“Your hands can’t hit 

what your eyes can’t see”
Muhammad Ali, 1964 

Williamsburg, Brooklyn, NY

IMAGING SAVES LIVES!



Oncology: Health Benefits of Scaling-up Imaging 
Patients diagnosed with one of 11 common cancers from 2020-2030:

P R O J E C T E D
Cancer Deaths

A V E R T E D

76 M 5.4 M 9.5 M
12·5% of cancer 
deaths worldwide

Scale-up of Treatment 
& Quality of Care

Scale-up of Treatment,
Quality of Care & 

IMAGING
NO Scale-up

Ward ZJ, et al:. Global costs, health benefits, and economic benefits of scaling up treatment and imaging modalities …. The Lancet Oncology 2021
Hricak H, et al: Medical Imaging and Nuclear Medicine: A Lancet Oncology Commission; The Lancet Oncology 2021



Oncology: Health Benefits of Scaling-up Imaging
Patients diagnosed with one of 11 common cancers from 2020-2030:

G L O B A L L Y

Cancer DeathsAverted
A F R I C A

12.5% 35.7%
The cancer mortality-to-incidence ratio is more than twice as high for sub-Saharan Africa 

as it is for high-income countries (0.7 vs. 0.3)



Scaling up cancer imaging diagnostics – Return on Investment

Return on Investment in a Comprehensive scale-up 
of Treatment, Imaging, and Quality of Care

Hricak H, et al: Medical Imaging and Nuclear Medicine: A Lancet Oncology Commission; The Lancet Oncology 2021

12.45 $
1$

Invested

AFRICA
21.39 $

Globally

23.91 $
SAARC



WHA Resolution: Strengthening Medical Imaging Capacity 

https://imagingcommission.org/
Martina  Szucsich
Mag Phil

https://imagingcommission.org/
https://imagingcommission.org/


WHA Resolution: Strengthening Medical Imaging Capacity

https://imagingcommission.org/

Endorsed by:

https://imagingcommission.org/
https://imagingcommission.org/


WHA Resolution: Strengthening Medical Imaging Capacity
Sponsored by 

The Ministry of Health of Cameroon
Proposal Accepted by WHO

Supported by:
IAEA

16 Non-State Actors (NSA)

Co-sponsored by 
Ministries of Health:

• Brazil
• Armenia
• Burkina Faso

• Columbia 
• Thailand 
• China 



The World Heart Federation, in its constituency statement:
“We express our strong support for the adoption of a WHO resolution 

on strengthening medical imaging capacity, recognizing its potential as 
an enabler for timely, accurate, and equitable diagnosis ….”

16 NSAs: International Medical Societies in official relations with WHO

*Non-State actors (NSA) are societies in official relations with WHO

BETTER TOGETHER

Key Role - International Society of Radiology (ISR) & World 
Federation of Nuclear Medicine and Biology (WFNMB)



Publication & Social Media

Video statements from African leaders:
1. Dr. Zainab Shinkafi-Bagudu, President-Elect, UICC, Nigeria 
2. Prof. Innocent Adoubi, Director, National Cancer Control rage, Côte d’Ivoire
3. Dr. Tolulope Adewole, Managing Director, Nigeria Sovereign Investment Authority, Nigeria
4. Dr. Beatrice Wiafe Addai, CEO, Peace and Love Hospitals, Ghana
5. Dr. Joan-Paula Bor-Malenya, Ag. Head, NCCP, Ministry of Health, Kenya
6. Dr. Kabelo Mputsoe, Head, NCD Section & CPCP Ministry of Health, Lesotho
7. Dr. Malick Anne, Head, NCD Division, Ministry of Health and Social Action, Senegal
8. Prof. Blaise Nkegoum, Secretary, Ministry of Public Health, Cameroon

Webinar: 
Strengthening Medical Imaging Capacity – organized by ISR and WFNMB



• BCIU, DITTA, sponsored by 
GE & Phillips

• ISR, WFNMB sponsored by 
Siemens

• WHO sponsored by
Gates Foundation

Events during the 78th WHA



78th WHA Resolution on Strengthening Medical Imaging 

Resolution on  
Strengthening Medical Imaging Capacity

Adopted on May 24, 2025, during the 78th WHA





From Resolution to Action!

Governance and Policy Integration 
National and regional governments must implement items  
included in the resolution and every two years report on 
their progress at the WHA meeting.  

Patient Access 
Universal health coverage for Radiology examinations, 
including IR & NM, including theranostics



From Resolution to Action!
• Infrastructure: 

present actions 
for scale-up of 
imaging 
equipment 

• Digital 
Connectivity: 
including AI 
integration and 
AI literacy

• Workforce 
development 
through 
investment in 
education, 
training & 
retention

• R&D to foster 
innovation in 
clinical 
research and 
adaptable 
imaging 
equipment

• Regulations, Safety and QA 
Global harmonization of safety protocols, 
equipment accreditation and clinical audit to 
safeguard patients and maintain TRUST



From Resolution to Action!

Dissemination, Advocacy and Implementation

Be Persistent,  Be Resilient & "Never, never, never give up“!!!

N O W  T H E  H A R D  W O R K  B E G I N S

• Ensure 
Resolution 
findings are 
implemented

• Address all stakeholders needed to take action: 
governments, funders, international agencies, 
professional associations, health professionals, 
researchers, innovators, private sector & civil society



Thank You!!!
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